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Sermon Series: “The Church - Under Construction”








“Welcome to Corinth!” 					  Study #1


(Acts; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9)








	We frequently refer to a section of the Bible as a “passage.”  This is a perfectly legitimate way to speak of any portion of literature.  But, the word “passage” is truer when speaking about the Bible than might appear at first glance.  When we read the Bible, we are literally going through a passageway into a new world.





	It is a world two thousand years old, but as up-to-date as today’s newspaper; a world set in a different culture, but one that deals with problems as relevant as our relationships, our worship, our sexuality; a world that uses a different vocabulary - Greek, Hebrew, Aramaic - but that speaks the language of our universal human need.





	For those fans of fantasy literature like that written by J.R.R. Tolkkien and C.S. Lewis, be assured that the Bible is NOT set in Narnia or Middle-earth.  The Bible’s sixty six books were written in historical contexts.  They were written about events that really happened in places that really existed to people who really lived by authors who really wrote.





	And what they wrote, they wrote by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, for us.  The Bible is God’s love letter to us, expressing His passion for us, His longing for us, His hopes for us, His plans for us.





	Beginning this morning, I want us to spend time - a few months, actually - studying the first letter Paul wrote to the church at Corinth.  Why First Corinthians?  Several reasons, actually.


	ONE, I want to lay out a balanced meal for you on Sunday mornings.  Over the past two years, I have preached parables, the book of Joshua, a series on prayer, and the Gospel of John.  I have preached “Lessons Learned in the Wilderness” from the book of Numbers, the book of Ruth and a series of messages on the attributes of God.  We have studied the seven letters to the seven churches of Revelation, the nature of the church and the Gospel of Luke.  A glaring omission is literature from the pen of the Apostle Paul.  It’s time to listen to Paul.





	TWO,  First Corinthians addresses certain specific issues that transcend centuries and culture and which need to be addressed both by the first century church and the church of 2000.  In fact, rather than thinking about this study of First Corinthians as a six month study, we should think about it as a collection of mini-series.  We’ll spend three or four weeks dealing with the issue of the unity of the church (1:10--4:21).  Another three or four weeks will be devoted to addressing moral problems that might rise in the church.  They did in Corinth and they might at Northwest (5:1--6:20).  Paul addressed marriage issues in this letter - and so will we for about three Sundays in March (Don’t worry that Paul wasn’t married.  Neither was Jesus, and He had some pretty helpful things to say about marriage....) (chapter 7).  For 8-10 weeks, we will consider what I’ll call “Body Shapers” or how the church works - spiritual gifts, the importance of love, freedom and liberty in Christ, and more (8:1--14:40).  The final “mini-series” will be concerned with the doctrine of the resurrection, why the resurrection is important and what a difference the resurrection - of Christ and of Christians! - makes in the way we live (chapter 15).





	THREE, as the title for this study of First Corinthians states, we are a church “under construction,” just as was the church at Corinth.  I haven’t chosen First Corinthians because we are experiencing all of the problems Corinth did, or because we are the “problem church” Corinth was.  But I have chosen this book for our study because I am convinced that (to put it mildly) there is room for growth, there are areas that need improvement here at Northwest, there are problems that need to be addressed and First Corinthians provides a wonderful opportunity to do just that.





	I hope you are eager for this study as I am.  I am looking forward to mining the truths of First Corinthians with you.  But, in order to enter this “passageway” as fully as we possibly can, I want to begin our study by orienting to the historical setting.  To do that we have to turn to the book of the Acts of the Apostles.





Background From Acts - From Pentecost Forward (Acts 1:1--17:34)





The Great Commission (according to Acts 1:8)





	At the end of Jesus’ time on earth - after His birth in Bethlehem, His life in Palestine, His death and resurrection in Jerusalem - He appeared one final time to the apostles on the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem.  After blessing them, He disappeared from their sight.





	Then, two angels came to the disciples after Jesus left and told them, “Heaven can wait.  There is work to be done here before you go there.  You’re not ready yet, “but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)





Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4)





	That promise of power from the Holy Spirit was fulfilled just a few short days later when one hundred and twenty disciples were gathered together in an upper room, praying, on the Day of Pentecost (a special Jewish holiday celebrating the first fruits of the harvest in Israel).  Scripture records the event in Acts 2:2-4.





	“And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent, rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.” (Acts 2:2-4)





	At that Pentecost celebration, the church of Jesus Christ was born.  The pouring out of the Holy Spirit to indwell and fill believers was the fulfillment of the angels’ promise that they would receive power from on high.





The Early Growth of the Church of Jesus Christ





	And immediately, the church began to powerfully impact its world.  On that very day, the apostle Peter preached a sermon that resulted in the salvation of three thousand souls.  A few days later, after healing a lame man, he preached again, swelling the ranks of the church in Jerusalem to five thousand!





	Persecution didn’t do much to slow down the enthusiasm of the early church to spread the news about Jesus.  After being beaten and commanded to stop talking about Jesus, the apostles “went away from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they have been considered worthy to suffer shame for His Name.  And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.” (Acts 5:41-42)





	The church demonstrated love in tangible ways, including serving meals to widows.  The church became the widow’s support system.  One of those who provided such support was Stephen, a man who was not only a willing servant, but a gifted preacher.  When some opponents of the Gospel challenged Stephen about his beliefs, he answered with a message so powerful that they stoned him to death!





	That stoning (Stephen was the first Christian martyr) led to the first general persecution against the church, which resulted in most of the Christians leaving Jerusalem (this is recorded in Acts, chapter 8).  As they went, they promptly fulfilled the rest of the angels’ words of Acts 1:8, because they took the Gospel with them as they left.





Samaria heard the Gospel through the apostles Peter and John.


An Ethiopian was converted  through the ministry of the apostle Philip, an evangelist.


The Gentile world was penetrated by the Gospel through the efforts of the church at large!





	Along the way, one of the chief Jewish persecutors of the church, Saul of Tarsus, the man who became the Apostle Paul, was dramatically saved by Jesus.





	Paul/Saul eventually became an active member of the church in the city of Antioch.  And, in Acts 13, we read about the next major movement forward for the Gospel.  The first three verses of Acts 13 record the prayer meeting that birthed the strategy that would reach the world for Christ.





The Church’s FIRST Missionary Journey








�





	Launched at a prayer meeting





	“Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul (Paul).  And while they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’  Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.”  (Acts 13:1-3)





	Get this: The first intentional missions effort by a local church is recorded in Acts 13 and 14.  We refer to this effort of the church at Antioch as The First Missionary Journey.  This journey:





brought Paul and his partner, Barnabas, into some very foreign places as they traveled across the Mediterranean Sea, landed on the island of Crete, passed through the region of Galatia, and visited several cities.


brought them rich experiences as they preached sermons, cast out demons, healed the sick, experienced persecution and planted churches.


brought about a new strategy in reaching a lost world for Christ as a church sent out two “missionaries” to take the Gospel to places and people who had never heard the name of Jesus.





	And just where did the church at Antioch get the big idea to send Barnabas and Paul on this missionary journey?  It was a Holy Spirit-inspired idea.  And what was the church doing when the Holy Spirit gave this idea?  They were praying.  That’s right.  The womb in which the idea for the First Missionary Journey was conceived was a prayer meeting.  Imagine.  It all started with a prayer meeting.





	In the church at Antioch, the Spirit’s direction resulted in forward movement for the Gospel and a creative strategy in missions and a willingness to take great risks for Jesus.  This direction was all spawned in prayer, which prompts me to propose an hypothesis:





THE EFFECTIVE CHURCH IS A DIRECTED CHURCH, AND THE DIRECTED CHURCH IS A PRAYING CHURCH.





	Brothers and sisters, I desperately long to see us at Northwest taking cutting-edge risks for Jesus, pushing the creativity envelope in missions and ministry, and moving the Gospel forward in our city.  In other words, I long to see us become an effective church, an Antioch church!





	And HOW are we to move toward greater effectiveness?  Well..... let’s make sure we have the Acts 13 story straight.  Antioch’s effectiveness came from the direction the Holy Spirit provided.  The Holy Spirit gave His direction to Christians who were expressing their dependence and love for God through prayer and fasting.





	There are no shortcuts to effectiveness.  “Moving out for the Lord” always involves prayer.  Progress always begins on our knees.  Fads and promotions and gimmicks abound.  But true effectiveness for Jesus requires that we be DIRECTED, and if we want to be directed, we have to PRAY.





	Would the church at Antioch have ever sent Paul and Barnabas on the First Missionary Journey if they hadn’t prayed?  No.  May 2000 find us at prayer!





	The journey itself





	Now, the journey itself began with Barnabas and Saul and (for a while) John Mark, Barnabas’ nephew.  They traveled to the seacoast town of Seleucia and set sail on the Mediterranean.





	By the time they landed at Pisidian Antioch, John Mark had already abandoned the journey because of the difficulties they encountered - and it didn’t get any easier for Paul and Barnabas after John Mark left!  In Antioch, they preached the Gospel, first to the Jews, and then, after the message was rejected by the Jews, to the Gentiles, who gave a better hearing.  They stayed in Pisidian Antioch until persecution forced them to move on to Iconium.





	The same pattern repeated in Iconium.  Preaching first in the synagogue, Paul and Barnabas soon faced intense persecution.  They turned to the Gentiles until they were run out of town on a rail - and headed for the next stop, Lystra.





	There was a twist in the tale at Lystra.  When Paul healed a man who had been lame, the whole city began to worship him and Barnabas, thinking them gods (specifically, that Barnabas was Zeus and Paul Hermes).  Understandably, Paul and Barnabas were horrified.  They went on to preach Christ as Lord, and some responded to the Gospel.  More probably would have except that some of the Jews who had opposed the Gospel in Antioch and Iconium came to Lystra and stirred up the crowds against Paul.  They then stoned Paul with stones and dragged him outside the city, supposing him to be dead!





	But, he wasn’t dead.  And, when he revived, the very next thing he did was make tracks for the nearby city of Derbe, the fourth stop on The First Missionary Journey, to preach the Gospel.  Talk about persistence.  Talk about stick-to-it-ive-ness.  Talk about commitment and love for Jesus!  Not even a stoning could stop Paul from sharing the Gospel!!





	After a time of rest and recuperation at Antioch, their home church, Paul and Barnabas began to plan a Second Missionary Journey.  Sadly, their disagreement about whether or not to take Barnabas’ nephew, John Mark, who had deserted them on their first trip actually dissolved their partnership, and they never worked together again in Gospel ministry.





	Barnabas sailed off to Cyprus with John Mark and Paul chose Silas to be his traveling companion, taking the land route north and west through Syria and Cilicia.





The Church’s Second Missionary Journey





�





	When they passed through the city of Lystra, Paul and Silas picked up a young man named Timothy to make for a threesome throughout most of the Second Missionary Journey.





	We won’t detail the particulars of the Second Missionary Journey, although you can read about it in Acts 15:39--18:22.  Suffice it to say that the three missionaries had some remarkable experiences.





	Paul received a vision of a man from Macedonia pleading with him to come over and help them (16:6-10).  The Apostle interpreted this vision as a call from God to preach the Gospel to the people of Macedonia.  They promptly sailed across the northern part of the Aegean Sea and came to Philippi.





	In Philippi, they preached and witnessed, saw God change lives, cast out demons, were beaten and thrown in stocks, survived a midnight earthquake in prison while singing hymns of praise to God and led their jailer to faith in Christ! (16:11-40)





	They left Philippi for Thessalonica (17:1-9), where they evangelized and saw people respond - mostly with hostility toward the messengers!  Some were converted, but the persecution became so intense that they were forced to move on to the next city, Berea, where they found a much happier reception and great openness to the Gospel.  The result was that a good many people were saved (Acts 17:10-15).  Unfortunately, when news of a good reception in Berea spread back to Thessalonica, the opposition in Thessalonica traveled the ten miles or so to Berea to stir up trouble again!





	Since most of the danger seemed to be directed toward the ringleader, Paul, the Christians in Berea sent Paul away, leaving Silas and Timothy to remain and establish the church there.  Paul was escorted to the city of Athens. (17:16-31)





	Athens was a hotbed of philosophical thought and erudite ideas.  As Luke tells us, “.....all the Athenians and the strangers visiting there used to spend their time in nothing other than telling or hearing something new.” (v. 21)





	Paul reasoned with those Athenians, with the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers, with the Pythagoreans and the Cynics and the Skeptics.  Every day in the market place, he would seek to persuade those people to turn from their idols to serve the living God.





	As Paul preached Jesus, he was invited one day to the center of Athenian culture and intellect, the Areopagus, to present his own teaching to those who were there.  He preached his heart out to those wise, mighty, noble, rich, strong people - and almost NOBODY responded!  A few believed, but most of them “sneered.”





	And then, Paul left Athens, traveling alone (Silas and Timothy were still in Berea) to the city of Corinth.  What kind of a situation would Paul have found when he entered Corinth?





Paul Went To Corinth (18:1-17)





What Kind of a City Was Corinth?





	History and geography





	Located in present-day Turkey, Corinth occupied one of the most strategic physical sites in the ancient world.  Situated on a high plateau, it was a virtually unassailable fortress and was never taken by an invading force until the invention of gunpowder.





	There was a narrow strip of land that separated the Gulf of Corinth (which led out to the Aegean Sea) from the Saronic Gulf (which opened to the Adriatic Sea) called the Isthmus of Corinth.�





	This Isthmus allowed Corinth to command all of the land routes from central Greece into the region south of the Isthmus (the region called the “Peloponnesus”).











	In addition, Corinth boasted good harbors on both side of the Isthmus.  Sailors were much more inclined to off-load their cargo at one of the Corinthian harbors and portage across the Isthmus than sail the treacherous waters of the Mediterranean between the Peloponnesus and the island of Crete.





	Because of its strategic location, Corinth emerged as a prosperous city-state in the 8th century BC.  It declined in the face of market competition from Athens in the 5th century, and was destroyed in 146 BC





	Political and economic significance





	Corinth lay in ruins for one hundred years, until Julius Caesar decreed that it should be rebuilt.  So, in 46 BC, a Roman colony was founded on the site, which later became the capital of the province of Achaia.





	The city was populated by a small number of Jews, some Orientals, mostly local Greeks, and businessmen and government officials from Rome.  At its most populous, Corinth boasted 200,000 freemen and 500,000 slaves.





	When Paul arrived in Corinth, it was again flourishing as a center of industry and trade - and commercialized pleasure.





	Morality





	Corinth was a favorite recreation and vacation spot for the mighty and the noble.  Nero partied in Corinth.�  It was notorious as a place of both wealth and indulgence.  To live “as a Corinthian” meant to live in luxury and immorality.  As a seaport, it was a meeting place for many nationalities and it offered all of the attendant vices.





	Corinth had a reputation for vulgarity.  When Plato referred to a prostitute, he used the expression, “Corinthian girl.”  The Greek word (coined by Aristophanes) “korinthiazomai” means “to fornicate.”  The temple of Aphrodite in Corinth was unique in Greece in that its thousand female priestesses were nothing more than religious prostitutes.





	This is the city into which the apostle Paul walked, all alone, in the Spring of AD 51.





The Founding of the Church There (18:1-17)





	Luke tells us that he found lodging with the Christian husband-wife team of Priscilla and Aquila,� who, along with Paul, were tent-makers.  When he first arrived in Corinth, Paul would make enough money to support himself� and then spend as much time as possible spreading the Gospel throughout the city.





	Shortly though, Silas and Timothy joined him from Berea, freeing Paul to devote himself exclusively to the Word (which means that he was supported by Silas’ and Timothy’s work!).





	When his best efforts ended with the Jews rejecting him and the Gospel, “he shook out his garments and said to them, ‘Your blood be upon your own heads! I am clean. From now on I shall go to the Gentiles.’” (v. 6)





	And he immediately set up his ministry headquarters at the home of a man named Titius Justus.  Notice (v. 7), where Justus’ home was located.  It was right next door to the Jewish synagogue!  How’s that for “in your face” evangelism!?





	The Lord blessed Paul’s boldness, though, because Crispus, who was the leader of the Jewish synagogue put his trust in Jesus, as did many others - Jews and Gentiles - who were both believing and being baptized.





	It was at this point that God gave Paul a great gift.  And we won’t appreciate what a great gift it was unless we consider what the apostle had experienced in the two years of this Second Missionary Journey.








	He suffered:





imprisonment in Philippi


persecution in Thessalonica and Berea


isolation and contempt in Athens


rejection (again) by his fellow Jews in Corinth.





	Do you think Paul might have been a bit discouraged?  I do!  He was a man, not a Superman.  If Jesus got tired and hungry and sad (and He did!), then I’ve got to believe that after all he had been through, Paul was DOWN.  In fact, we know that he was frightened.





	The Bible tells us that the Lord spoke to Paul in a night vision.  This was God’s gift to Paul: “DO NOT BE AFRAID ANY LONGER, but go on speaking and do not be silent; for I am with you, and no man will attack you in order to harm you, for I have many people in this city.” (18:9-10)





	And thus encouraged by the promise of God, Paul settled there in Corinth for a year and a half, evangelizing, teaching, discipling, loving, serving and leading.





Eighteen months is enough time to get to know people.  Paul and the Corinthian church got to know each other well.


Eighteen months is enough time to learn to love people and I’ll bet the Corinthians and Paul learned to love each other.


Eighteen months spent at the feet of the apostle Paul, listening to him teach, watching him live, hearing him pray, is enough time to become a well-grounded disciple.�





	The church was firmly established during those eighteen months.  But then, fierce persecution reared its ugly head again and we read about it at verse 12 of Acts 18.











	“But while Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with one accord rose up against Paul and brought him before the judgment seat�, saying, ‘This man persuades men to worship God contrary to the law.’  But when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, ‘If it were a matter of wrong or of vicious crime, O Jews, it would be reasonable for me to put up with you; but if there are questions about words and names and your own law, look after it yourselves; I am unwilling to be a judge of these matters.’  And he drove them away from the judgment seat.  And they all took hold of Sosthenes, the leader of the synagogue, and began beating him in front of the judgment seat.  And Gallio was not concerned about any of these things.” (vv. 12-17)  





	After this, Paul (probably wisely) determined that his days of effective ministry in Corinth had come to an end, so he left for Ephesus, completing the Second Missionary Journey with a trip to Jerusalem.





	It was while he was on his Third Missionary Journey (Acts 18:23--21:16) that Paul heard rumblings about the problems in the church at Corinth.  While on an extended stay in Ephesus,� he received a letter, along with an oral report indicating that the church was not doing well.  That report prompted him to write the letter before us this morning, First Corinthians.





	For our remaining time this morning, we’ll look at the introduction to this letter and discover what Paul thought was most important to emphasize at the front end of a letter to a church having some difficulties, to a church “under construction.”

















The Introduction To The Book (1 Corinthians 1:1-9)





Greetings (vv. 1-3)





	From Paul and Sosthenes (v. 1)





	“Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother....” (v. 1)





	In typical first century epistolary style, Paul names himself, the author, first.  He reminds the Corinthians of his divine appointment to the office of Apostle, something they would have known full well.  Paul was every bit the Apostle that the original Apostles were, even though he was drafted into service some years later!  It will be important for us - as it would be for the Corinthians - to remember that Paul is writing as an Apostle as we move through this letter.





	And who is with him as he writes this letter?  A man named Sosthenes.�  That name should ring a bell.  In Acts 18:17, this is the name of the successor to Crispus, who was the original ruler of the Jewish synagogue in Corinth.  Now (if this is the same man, and I think there is good reason to believe that he is!), he is converted and is with Paul as he writes First Corinthians, perhaps even accompanying Paul on his journey!  The church at Corinth definitely knew him, and it is certainly possible that Paul would send this letter to Corinth by the hand of Sosthenes!





	Having identified himself as the author, Paul turns now to address the recipients.





























	To the church of God in Corinth





	“....to the church� of God which is at Corinth, to those WHO HAVE BEEN SANCTIFIED in Christ Jesus, SAINTS by calling, with all who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ�, their Lord and ours” (v. 2)





	That Paul is writing to the church at Corinth is not surprising to us.  We knew that he was writing to the church.  However, his description of the church might surprise us, knowing that we are dealing with a church with problems.





	Paul called the Corinthian Christians “saints.”  From the same Greek root word as “saint” (holy one), he defined the Christians as those who have been “sanctified” (made holy).  What does he mean to say by these descriptions?





	He means that the Corinthian Christians, and all Christians throughout all the ages, are God’s people.  We/They have been set apart from the rest of humanity for God’s purposes.  In that sense, we/they have been sanctified.  In that sense, we/they are saints, just as the Jews of the Old Testament were God’s chosen people, even when they rebelled.





	Calling Christians “holy ones” and affirming that they “have been sanctified” in the sense in which Paul uses the term here, does not say anything about the Christians’ moral condition.  HOWEVER, if Christians will take the fact of their holiness seriously - their having been separated out from the rest of humanity for God’s purposes - there will be serious moral consequences.





	Viewed from one perspective, the burden of First Corinthians is that the Corinthians’ true holiness (they have bee consecrated and dedicated to God) would work itself out in their lifestyles as practical holiness (morality, wisdom, humility, commitment to Christ).





	Paul’s salutation concludes with familiar words, words that he writes at the beginning of almost every one of his letters.�





	Grace and peace to you!





	“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (v. 3)





	Grace was what had brought them together as a church and grace was what they needed to display toward each other if they wanted experience the peace of God together.  However, as Paul says here, both grace and peace come from God.  So, if they wanted the blessings that come with grace and peace - both of which were needed desperately in Corinth! - they would have to look to God!





	The introduction continues in verses 4 and following with warm words of affirmation.





Paul Affirms the Beginning of God’s Work (vv. 4-7)





	“I thank my God always concerning you, for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you, so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ” (vv. 4-7)





	Thanksgiving for a church so full of problems might seem disingenuous, even inappropriate.  Is Paul buttering the Corinthians up, or is something else going on here?





	I honestly believe that Paul is being honest and genuine when he says that he thanks God for these Christians.  But, we have to look carefully at that for which Paul gave thanks.


	He didn’t give thanks that they were such wonderful people.  He didn’t give thanks that they were fine, upstanding citizens of the Kingdom of God.  He didn’t give thanks for their character or their impact on the city of Corinth.





	He gave thanks that they had received the grace of God, specifically, that they had received spiritual gifts of speech and knowledge.





	These gifts - like preaching, speaking in tongues and interpretations of tongues, teaching, knowledge - confirmed Christ’s presence in them.  These happened to have been the gifts of which the church of Corinth was most proud.  And, the possession of these gifts of the Holy Spirit confirmed that they had experienced the saving grace of God.





	As Christians, the Corinthians had at their disposal all that God wanted them to have.  And, if there were troubles in the church (and there were), they were due, not to a lack of gifts from God, but to a problem of applying the gifts as God would have them use them!





	Sometimes, we can learn as much from what ISN’T said as from what IS said.  And isn’t it sad that Paul doesn’t begin this letter with thanksgiving that the church was wealthy in faith, hope and love?  His silence as to their character and good fruit is deafening.





	Nevertheless, that church (and our church!) belongs to God (v. 2), and Paul was not depending on his own resources to whip it into shape.  That was the Owner’s responsibility - and, as he goes on to say, the Owner, Master and Lord of the church is faithful!





	The introduction concludes with verses 8 and 9.  Paul expresses his confidence in God, which is where we will end this morning as well.























Paul Affirms God’s Faithfulness to Complete the Work He Has Begun (vv. 8-9)





	“.....who shall also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  GOD IS FAITHFUL, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord�.” (vv. 8-9)





	The reputation and the goodness of God is at stake in the Corinthians’ final condition.  If they are not “blameless” at the end, it will reflect badly on God.  In fact, if they aren’t blameless at the end, God will have been proven UN-faithful.





	Corinth was a church under construction.  They were a work in progress.  But the Master Architect knew what He was doing and was creating a magnificent cathedral out of barnyard lumber and scrap sheet metal.





	The Corinthians are being invited, here at the very beginning of the letter, to TRUST the faithfulness of God to complete what He had begun.  They would have their own responsibilities, sure.  There would be stuff for them to do, and ways in which they would be expected to cooperate with God’s nudges.  But, because their blamelessness was God’s work, Paul had no question as to the outcome and he directed their attention at the beginning, not to their problems, but to God’s faithfulness.





	Brothers and sisters, we, too, are a church under construction.  We are, individually, and as a Body, works in progress. 





	Just as God was faithful to fulfill Acts 1:8 and see to it that the Gospel went out from Jerusalem to all Judea and Samaria and to the remotest part of the earth, so He can be counted on to confirm US, His people, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  And, just as Paul wanted the Corinthians to focus on God’s faithfulness rather than on their failures, so I invite you to reflect now on the faithfulness of God to you.





	God is doing a great work in you and in us.  Sure, there is stuff for us to do, responsibilities for us to fulfill, good works in which we are to “walk,” cooperation we are to give.  But, the first step in that walk is to learn to REST in the knowledge that He is faithful.  No panic.  No anxiety.  God knows what He is about.





	It is only from the perspective of confident, resting trust, that we can act on what we know needs to be done in a way that pleases God.  God is faithful......


� A canal bridging the Saronic Gulf to the East and the Gulf of Corinth on the west was not finally built until 1893, but had been planned by Perander the tyrant (600 BC) and attempted by Emperor Nero.


� Once, while partying in Corinth, Nero declared the city free from taxation.


�  We understand that Priscilla and Aquila had recently been expelled from Rome because of persecution against Christians. (v. 2)


� In some cases, Paul continued to work even after a church was established in a certain city (most notably in Corinth!), so that his motives would not be impugned for being a preacher (“He’s in it for the money”).


� Paul wrote the Thessalonian epistles while he was in Corinth.  He probably also wrote Romans from Corinth.  Those Thessalonian letters give us a glimpse into the suffering he was experiencing (1 Thess. 2:15; 2 Thess. 3:1ff).  


� There was a Roman tribunal in Corinth, or a “judgment seat” (bhma).  Paul was dragged to this judgment seat, located in the market place to appear before Gallio.  It was a high platform supported by two steps, faced with blue and white marble.  On either side were enclosures with benches and beyond these, passageways which led from the lower to the upper portion of the agora (marketplace).


� While Paul was at Ephesus, he also evidently wrote a letter to Corinth which has not been preserved (referenced in 1 Cor. 5:9).


� Sosthenes is not an apostle, but he is a brother in the Lord.


�  “Church” (Greek, ekklhsia) occurs 22 times in 1 Corinthians. “Eekkhsia” could refer to any secular or religious assembly.  It is used of the rioting Ephesians in Acts 19:32, 41.  But, it is also used in the LXX of the Israelites.


� In the Old Testament, men called upon the name of YHWH (Joel 2:32) for salvation.  Christians call upon the name of Jesus.  This gives to Jesus the highest place imaginable.


�  A glaring exception being the letter to the Galatians.


� Nine times in nine verses Paul references Jesus, by one name or another.  Christ is absolutely essential to Paul’s life and to this epistle.
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