EPISODE 3 (part IV)
Close Encounters of the Scope Kind
The Civil War in Pakistan between Stink Badgers and Rock Badgers has reached a deadlock.  The Evil Emperor, who never cared about the outcome of the war anyway, has withdrawn the majority of his support from the Stink Badgers forces as his mind is now focused on killing or converting the Scope King Water Vole.  The Scope King, knowing that their help is no longer needed, sends his comrades back to base camp along with Rather Large Badger who is to be trained as a Scope Knight at Wolverine's Academy.  He keeps Wolverine by his side in Pakistan as they attempt to negotiate a final resolution to the Badger Crisis.  Both Wolverine and Water Vole are aware of an evil presence within their midst.
The war had left the country of Pakistan in ruin.  Homes, buildings and lives had all been destroyed in the needless struggle caused by evil Stink Badgers greedy for power under the spell of their evil leader Ted, who had himself been enticed into war by the promise of military support and endless wealth and power from the mighty Austin.  The other badger tribes including the Rock Badgers were the innocent victims.  Water Vole shed a tear as badgers who had become close friends were now lying dead, face down in the dirt, their lives cut short by the cancer that was the evil Scope Empire.  Anger and rage burned deep inside of him.  He hated the Scope Force that Austin had so cleverly manipulated and twisted to carry out his dastardly plan, he hated the Scope Force for ever allowing these terrible events to happen, he hated himself for ever allowing these events to unfold.  This hatred may have been irrational but it was very real to Water Vole.  It bubbled under the surface and threatened to explode at any minute.

Meanwhile, Austin sat in the conference room in the palace of Ted.  He could feel a disturbance in the Force.  It was a feeling he had never felt before.  It was a feeling of the Dark Side growing!  His plan was working perfectly.  Water Vole's anger and rage was corrupting his spirit and was allowing the Dark Side to enter.  He immediately began to prepare plans to finish what he had started.  By the end of the day Water Vole would be his!

Later that day, Wolverine was in deep discussion with Water Vole and the United Badger Army leaders in the Rock Badger Parliament as to what their next moves would be in the Badger Crisis.  Suddenly the main doors opened.  Out stepped a tall, dark figure......it was the Emperor!!!  Chaos ensued as bodies were sent flying around the air by the Emperor's masterful control of the Scope Force.  One after another official bodyguards and troops were sent to their knees as Austin just laughed.  Before too long only Wolverine and Water Vole were left.  Austin began to speak.  

"At last we meet your majesty!  For years I have tracked you across the galaxy because you are the only threat left to me and the Dark Side and now that threat can be removed!  Your pitiful rebellion is over and not even the supposedly mighty Wolverine can prevent me this time!  It is time for you to face reality, learn the truth or you will die just like your father!"  Wolverine acted fast, he tried to catch the Emperor unaware but he was too fast.  The Emperor sent a shockwave of the most powerful Dark Scope Power he had ever experienced into his body.  He fell to the floor, he could not move he was paralysed!!

"NOOOOOO!!"  Water Vole cried as his mentor lay in agony on the floor.  "I'll kill you, I swear I will you ...", "Ha! Ha! Ha!"  The Emperor laughed off the threat.  "You won't do anything that I won't let you do!  It's obvious that Wolverine has not revealed the truth to you about the Scope Force, about me and about......your father!"  Wolverine looked up, he knew what was coming next and there was nothing he could do to stop it.  "The four elements of the Scope Force, the Quad-Forces are passed only through the royal bloodline of the Realm of Camel Hygiene.  This power in the bloodline started as one in the Holy Camel and was passed down through generations.  As you know you have the Power of Special Needs, your father had the Power of Diseases of the Teeth, your mother had the Power of a Deranged Mind.  When I killed your father his Quad-Force passed to me which means I now have that power to add to my own Power of Deformity.  If you join me we will control 3 quarters of all the Scope Power and we can rule the universe together."  

Water Vole looked blank for a couple of seconds before replying "If the Quad-Forces are passed only through Royal Blood how come you have inherited two of them?"  Austin gave a grim smile as the words Wolverine dreaded to hear slipped out.  "I was the younger half brother of the King, your father.  We shared the same father but my mother was a poor Weasel who the King had a brief affair with.  As I could not be King, despite being the more worthy and powerful of us, I trained to be a Scope Knight.  My anger towards the King and his son along with my excellent Scope abilities meant the Dark Side easily took control of my life.  It's the same as what's happening to you.  Your anger towards the Scope Force and life in general means that the Dark Side is already within you...your destiny has already been sealed.

TOGETHER WE SHALL RULE AS A FAMILY FOREVER!!!"

Water Vole had no resistance to the words of the Emperor and the lure of the Dark Side.  The only person he had ever trusted was Wolverine and he had refrained from telling him the truth about his family and his uncle.  He was helpless as the power of the Dark Side consumed him.  His anger changed into evil power, he no longer cared about the cruel and false world he lived in as it had caused him too much grief.  All he cared about now was himself and his new family.  Under the Dark Side he stood to gain the most.  

Wolverine kept motionless as Austin prepared to deliver the final blow to end his life..."Wait!", shouted Water Vole.  "He is nothing now, he can not stop us.  His life is not worth ending."  Austin decided to let his new Vice Emperor have it his way.  He grinned and left with Water Vole leaving Wolverine lying on the ground.  Surely now, both Austin and Wolverine thought, all attempts to stop the evil Empire were futile.

TO BE CONTINUED............
