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Your Excellency

Subject: The importation by Italy of horses from Eastern Europe

The Italian food industry’s demand for horsemeat has brought with it a very serious disregard of animal’s welfare transport regulations.

The import of live horses by Italian companies from Lithuania to Sardinia covers a gruelling journey of over 2500 kilometres. These journeys are made with deliberate and callous avoidance of compliance with European Union Directives, which lay down regulations for the protection of animals during transport. The subsequent suffering endured by the animals is absolutely disgraceful.

The failure of the Italian government to address this matter is deplorable.

I am writing to ask that you convey to your government my grave concern about the cruel and unnecessary treatment endured by horses imported to Italy and request that the relevant authorities undertake to ensure full compliance with European Union law on the protection of animals during transport.

In particular, I want to highlight the current lax procedures at the main Italian border crossing the Gorizia that allows horse transporters to pass through into Italy with an occasional superficial check on the welfare of the animals and verification of compliance of European Union laws is often ignored.

The European Union recognises that animals need welfare laws to afford them protection from cruelty and it expects all member states, of which Italy is one, to comply fully with the legislation in force. I too want to see Italy comply with the legislation and put an end to the cruelty currently endured by the horses arriving in your country.

Yours sincerely

NATUREWATCH supporter

