Past Tense progressive

Formation: was/were + ing Form

It is used:

1. 
Für lang andauernde Handlungen in der Past Tense:


The children were fighting ower a toy car.


He was waiting for the rain.


The baby was crying all the afternoon.

2.
Wenn zwei vergangene Handlungen gleichzeitig verlaufen:


Father was reading the news while mother was writing a letter.


Simon was doing his homework while Susan was playing.


Mother was baking a cake and Pam was watching her.

3.
Eine lange Handlung wird von einer kürzeren (meist plötzlich) unterbrochen. Die längere Handlung steht in der progressive Form, die kürzere in der simple Form.


They were eating when suddenly the bell rang.


When he was running across the street he fell down.


He was sleeping when  suddenly mother entered the room.

4.
Eine Handlung verlief zu einem bestimmten vergangenen Zeitpunkt oder innerhalb einer genau begrenzten Zeitspanne.


What were you doing yesterday at three o´clock?


Yesterday ar three? I was reasing.

