Why Should the Romans invade Britain?
Task A

Copy and paste items from Table 1 and place them in the correct sections of Table 2.

Hint: some might fit under more than one heading; put them where you think they fit best. 

Table 1

Some Romans think that monsters live in the seas around Britain.
Claudius needs a successful military campaign with lots of booty for the soldiers.
Britain is far away from Rome.
Celts have not fought against the Romans since Caesar came to Britain in 55 and 54 BC.

The Celts do not know very much about the Romans’ methods of fighting.
Claudius is worried about his position as Emperor.
The Roman army is well organised and equipped.
Grain, cattle, gold, silver and iron are found in Britain.  They are exported with hides, slaves and excellent hunting dogs.

Some Celtic tribes have made friendly agreements with the Roman government.
Claudius was born with a limp and a stutter.
The Celts import bronze.
Some Romans still think that Britain is at the end of the earth.

Some Romans think that Britain is a magical island.
Roman traders have been visiting Britain since Caesar invaded in 55 BC.
Claudius has no experience of military matters.
Many Romans think that Claudius is a fool.

Table 2

1
2
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5

Trade
The Celts
The Roman Army
Emperor Claudius
What Romans think about Britain































Task B

Write a letter to Emperor Claudius telling him why he should invade Britain, using the evidence in Table 2.  You can also use evidence on the Sources sheet and your own knowledge. 

Putting it all together

To complete the letter:

· Start by pasting the right pieces of evidence into the right sections

· Then use your word-processing and writing skills to edit your work into a proper letter.
Hint: try to put the points in order of importance in each paragraph of the letter.

                                                                             The Empire  

                                                                             AD 43    

Dear Emperor Claudius,

I am writing to urge you to consider invading Britain.

Firstly, Rome should be able to make lots of money from British trade…

See Table 2, column 1
Secondly, the Celts should not pose too many problems…

See Table 2, column 2

The Roman army is clearly able to beat the Celts…

See Table 2, column 3
Also, an invasion might make you more popular…

See Table 2, column 4

Many Romans would celebrate the invasion, because of the things they think about Britain… 

See Table 2, column 5 
Surely the time is right to invade.

Your loyal advisor,

…………………………

When you are happy with what you have written, you can change the font and add pictures (use clipart) to the letter.

Task C

Now write a second letter to Emperor Claudius, this time telling him about the long term and short term reasons for invading Britain.  Use Table 2 and the Sources sheet to help you.

                                                                                              The Empire

                                                                                                                       AD 43

Dear Emperor Claudius,

I am writing to tell you the many reasons why Rome should invade Britain.  There are both short term and long term reasons.

The long term reasons are …

The short term reasons are …

I think that the most important reason is …

Your loyal advisor,

……………………………







